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Dear Members of  the CJA Community,

In late June, I got to spend a few moments with a group of  
our alumni who recently graduated from Marquette University, 
Williams College, St. Louis University and Knox College 
(pictured right). The pandemic disrupted their commencement 
ceremonies, so they gathered with us at CJA to mark their 
graduations, celebrate and take photos in their caps and gowns. 
Some of  their parents joined us too, and together we marveled 
at the path each young man had traveled. 

It was a beautiful summer evening filled with light.

In the past year, light has sometimes felt like it has been in short 
supply, but the more I think of  that evening with our recent 
college graduates, the more I hear the words from the preamble 
of  John’s Gospel: “The Light shines in the darkness, and 
the darkness shall not overcome it.”

On the pages that follow, I hope you will be inspired by the 
many ways in which the Light shines in our students, alumni 
and families. Their courage, grace and determination have filled 
me with such joy and gratitude – and given me such strength – 
during the darkest parts of  this past year. 

I take great hope from our alumni Jaquan Grier (CJA Class of  
2009) and Julian Wicks (CJA Class of  2011) – who have joined 
Jason Williams (CJA Class of  2012) as members of  our faculty 
and staff. 

I love hearing from our parents like Ms. Lyons about their 
enthusiasm for our new girls’ program, which will enroll 
our first young women in June 2023 after we’ve completed a 
50,000-sq.-ft. addition to our campus. 

I am grateful for our partnership with the University of  Notre 
Dame’s Lab for Economic Opportunities (LEO), which is 
helping us expand our College-Persistence Program to students, 
families, teachers and school leaders at eighteen elementary 
schools in under-resourced communities throughout Chicago 
through our High School Bridge Program.

Amidst all this light, I take my greatest inspiration from the deep 
relationships that continue to define CJA: our alumni who work 
tirelessly as classroom aides during summer term to model the 
road ahead for our youngest students; a new third-grade parent 
who searched so hard to find CJA and then worked with Mrs. 
Curtis, Mrs. Weber and Ms. Fleming to ensure her child will 
have what he needs at CJA; the alumnus who knows he can 
always return to CJA – a place that has known him since he was 
10 – when he is struggling to discern his next best steps in life.

This is what we are about. This is our shared mission. Thank 
you once again for joining us in this important work and for 
believing in the great promise of  each of  our students and 
alumni.

In gratitude,

Matthew Lynch 
President, Chicago Jesuit Academy

A.M.D.G. Summer 2021
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We are excited to expand our school community to serve young women beginning in the 
2023-2024 academic year following a 50,000-sq.-ft. addition for which we hope to break 
ground in January of 2022. Our current and prospective families often share that one of 
the biggest obstacles to enrollment is that their daughters cannot attend CJA. In fact, this 
prevents many families from ever enrolling a student at CJA, since navigating two school 
systems can be challenging. Our expansion plan will remove this barrier, which will be an 
incredible opportunity for us to welcome many talented young women to the CJA community. 
Karla Lyons is the mother of two CJA students and the aunt of another. She would love to 
see her niece enroll when we begin serving young women. Ms. Lyons speaks to her family’s 
connection to CJA and what it would mean to have CJA be accessible to both boys and girls. 

What does Chicago Jesuit Academy mean to you and your 
family?

For my family, Chicago Jesuit Academy inspires hope for 
the future. CJA has provided a foundation of  accountability 
for my children. They have encouraged community, religious 
understanding, and empowerment for my children to be 
themselves and discover their own path.

CJA’s staff  and teachers have 
become family to my family, a 
source of  constant motivation 
for my family. CJA exceeds the 
expectations of  a school. 
Every student, every family 
is made to feel welcomed 
and immediately embraced 
by the kindhearted 
staff. The teachers at 
CJA make a concerted 
effort to establish a 
foundation that encourages a 
trusting relationship with their 
students and a partnership with the parents.

Students and parents alike fi nd a resource in CJA that is not 
always readily available at other institutions. CJA nurtures a 
culture of  communication, consideration, and belief  in process 
and people. I look forward to activities such as Family Bingo 
and Coffee and Conversation, both validating the authenticity 
of  the CJA spirit. CJA places emphasis on brotherhood, 
support, strong community and shared learning.

What would it mean to you if  young women in your family 
were able to attend CJA along with your young men?

To have a young woman of  my family share in the CJA 
experience with my sons would be an amazing opportunity for 
the family, in particular the student. She would be afforded the 
same incredible platform, emphasizing educational excellence 
and vigorous principles for life situations.

CJA would provide her with the same faculty expertise that 
continues to motivate and infl uence my sons. She would secure 
an increased opportunity to develop her intellectual aptitude 
while fl ourishing as a scholar in such a wholesome environment. 
CJA would aid in the evolution of  the leader growing within, 
the student thriving daily, the sister that is becoming and the 
individual unknown.

CJA would dispense exposure to opportunities that will 
ultimately lead to a burgeoning future. I believe CJA would feed 
the continual thirst for knowledge that encompasses my young 
woman, allowing her to soar into a limitless future.

Why do you think it is important for CJA to serve young 
women?

I believe it would be a disservice to all young women if  they 
are not afforded the opportunity of  the CJA experience. Your 
institution provides a completion that others can only hope 
for. A CJA student is blessed to receive the love, guidance 
and compassion shown daily by the faculty, working tirelessly 

to ensure the students know their worth. Students are 
encouraged to dream the impossible and 

achieve it. 

CJA promotes academic excellence, 
self-confi dence, and poised leaders.  

CJA will provide a safe environment 
for young women, instilling 
in them the importance of  
life skills, individuality and 
creativity. You all allow 
them to be individuals 
while learning to 
successfully interact with 

others. I am a product of  an 
all-girls Catholic institution where I received a stellar education 
and a lifetime experience. I look forward to young women 
sharing a noteworthy experience that they will be talking about 
for years to come.

TO HAVE A 
YOUNG WOMAN

OF MY FAMILY
SHARE IN THE 

CJA EXPERIENCE WITH 
MY SONS WOULD BE AN 
AMAZING OPPORTUNITY.



The fi rst time I walked into Chicago Jesuit Academy, the 
school consisted of  eight students, an equal number of  
faculty members, two classrooms and an all-purpose room 
which housed the lunchroom, library, morning meetings and 
the faculty workspace. It was the summer of  2005, and, two 
weeks earlier, CJA had opened its doors to its inaugural class of  
students in a borrowed space on the second fl oor of  Marillac 
House. Within the year, the school would double its number 

of  classrooms, and the student population would grow from 
single digits into the dozens. 

Too often, I think, we are tempted to identify a school as a 
physical structure or geographic space. Those fi rst three ever-
changing, dynamic years of  CJA’s existence remind me that the 
heart of  a school is something else entirely.

After the 2007-2008 school year, I took an extended leave of  

Many of us can look back upon our time in school and think of a teacher that deeply affected 
us. Our connection and work with teachers can impact the way we think, write and look at 
the world. Maria Eidietis is a Language Arts and Reading teacher who has had the unique 
experience of working at CJA when it was fi rst founded and then returning years later. This 
year, as part of our remote faculty, Maria created the eLearning content for all sixth graders, 
while other faculty were dedicated to the in-person care of our on-campus students. She 
speaks to the importance of relationships with our teachers and how these relationships are 

what make a school, regardless of what that physical space might look like. 

HEART HEART HEART THE
OF A SCHOOL

absence from CJA. Eleven years 
later, I returned to a community 
that numbered not dozens, but 
hundreds.

Teaching is like riding a bike, 
and the balance does come 
back; it just takes time and a 
not insignifi cant amount of  
grace. It took six months 
before I fell back in stride 

— which was when COVID 
swept in and yet another 
variation of  Chicago 
Jesuit Academy was born. This time 
around, classrooms no longer had 
desks and chalkboards but were virtual 
constructions of  Canvas pages and 
Zoom calls.

Over the course of  the 2020-2021 school year, it has been my 
privilege to teach sixth-grade Language Arts and Reading to 
35 of  the most amazing young men I have ever encountered, 
most of  whom I have never spoken with in person. It is hard 

to imagine a teaching experience 
more strikingly opposed to 
that tiny, intimate, everyone-
within-arm’s-reach school that 
I walked into in the summer of  

2005. And yet, the heart of  both 
years feels very much the same: a 

community of  teachers and students 
learning and growing, meeting 
each other where we’re at and 
walking together from there.

Over the next few years, 
Chicago Jesuit Academy will 
grow and adapt again. Along 
with younger brothers and 
nephews, we will welcome our 

families’ sisters and nieces. For 
someone who, as I did, leaves and then 

returns to CJA a few years down the road, the school may 
appear very different, maybe even unfamiliar. I have no doubt, 
however, that, once they look deeper, they will fi nd that this 
place and its community remain, at heart, very much CJA. 

TOO OFTEN, I THINK, 
WE ARE TEMPTED TO 
IDENTIFY A SCHOOL 

AS A PHYSICAL 
STRUCTURE OR 

GEOGRAPHIC SPACE. CJA
REMINDS ME THAT THE 

HEART OF A SCHOOL 
IS SOMETHING ELSE 

ENTIRELY.



Innovation and fl exibility were vital 
to a successful year at CJA. We 
invited students back into the 
building in September 2020, 
and by the end of  the school 
year, we had 40% of  our 
students in the building for 
proctored eLearning and 
60% participating in remote 
eLearning. CJA distributed 166 
laptops and 60 hotspots to enable 
all students to access their learning 
without technological barriers. 

In-person students worked with 
dedicated in-person faculty who 
helped guide them in their studies 
while also creating movement breaks, self-care challenges and 
lunch bunches. To ensure all students received the same high-
quality education, each student accessed the same online lessons 
led by their remote subject-matter teachers. Both in-person and 
remote students worked with the Learning Resource Center 
and Social Work staff  for personalized learning interventions 

and social work services and participated in 
grade-wide socio-emotional curricula. 
In-person students received breakfast 

and lunch at school and were 
sent home with food for the 

weekend. Our food 
provider, Gourmet 
Gorilla, diligently 
delivered nutritious 

breakfasts, lunches and 
afternoon snacks to each 

remote learner every week.

To ensure the safest learning 
environment possible, CJA instituted 

bi-weekly in-school COVID-19 saliva testing 
for all students and faculty, universal masking, 

hospital-grade fi ltration systems and social distancing.

None of  this would have been possible without the unwavering 
support of  our benefactors, faculty and staff, families and 
volunteers. Thank you for walking alongside us every step of  
the way.  

NONE OF THIS 
WOULD HAVE BEEN 

POSSIBLE WITHOUT 
THE UNWAVERING SUPPORT 

OF OUR BENEFACTORS,
FACULTY AND STAFF,

FAMILIES AND 
VOLUNTEERS.

CONNECTION
MAKING A

CJA
TEACHERS

“ELEARNING HAS BEEN NOTHING BUT 
POSITIVE WITH . AFTER HAVING A 

MEETING WITH HIS  AND THEM 
LETTING ME KNOW THE EXPECTATIONS 

THAT THEY HAD EVEN THOUGH IT WAS 
VIRTUAL MADE ME SAY ʻTHIS IS THE PLACE 

BRYLAND BELONGS.’” 
MS. OSBORNE, MOM OF BRYLAND ʻ26



Serving others and advocating for the vulnerable is my natural 
calling. I am always mindful of  how race impacts the work we do 
and the people we work with. I’ve worked with others who do 
not look like me. It was a learning process 
as I struggled to differentiate those 
who had developed a white-savior 
complex and those who were genuine. 
One person whose authenticity I will 
never question is my former CP 
Counselor, Jay Kemper.

Jay keeps the fun in social work 
while being a true advocate 
for others. Jay’s amazing work 
is clear in how he helped me 
graduate college by advocating 
for a scholarship that would help me pay 
for my last semester. I struggled half  of  my 
college career. Jay saw past these shortcomings and knew that 
if  I fi nished, I’d have more success in my professional career.

It takes years of  relationship-building to know what someone 
needs in a critical time and a strong leader to know that people 
are not a refl ection of  their mistakes. People learn from what 

they’ve been through and are better for it. I am modeling that 
same concept at CJA. Jay taught me that authentic love is 
essential in building a foundation for real advocacy.

CJA has been blessed with extremely 
generous leaders that help us provide for the 
families we serve. Because our mission is so 

rooted in serving others, we have an obligation 
to continue to expand the number of  
students and schools we serve. Our 

partner schools may not be as 
fortunate to receive as much 
support as CJA does, and I am 
honored to be able to provide 
support to non-CJA students 
and families. High School Bridge 

recognizes the challenges our partner 
schools face, and we will continue to 

cultivate those relationships with trauma-informed care, love 
and intentionality to build a stronger community.

— Jaquan Grier, High School Bridge Counselor, CJA 2009, 
Loyola Academy 2013, St. Norbert’s College 2018

To better understand the high-school landscape in Chicago and 
how we might scale our current CP services, from 2017 - 2019, 
we completed an analysis of  75 community-based organizations 
serving students along the journey from elementary school 
through college. We found that for students with a GPA below 
3.0, who live in communities that have experienced systemic 
disinvestment and are fi rst in their family to chart a path to 
college, there is a gap in support as they transition to high school. 
Unaddressed, this gap can lead to fewer high school choices, 
lower high school graduation rates and fewer opportunities for 
continued education or training post high school.  

Chicago students have the right to a well-resourced high 
school education, and the placement process is complicated to 
navigate alone. We know this through our work with our own 
alumni. CJA is not academically selective, and we have walked 
with our alumni as they have pursued a wide range of  high 
school and post-secondary options. The successes of  our 302 
graduates have shown us the impact a trusted advisor can have 
on an individual’s long-term outcomes. As our analysis found, 
not all students have access to a trusted advisor as they fi nd 
their best-fi t high school. To address this gap, we began our 

High School Bridge programming in 2019. High School Bridge, 
an outgrowth of  our CP Offi ce, provides accompaniment and 
high school placement support to even more students across 
Chicago. 

Our High School Bridge Team begins working with our partner 
school students in seventh and eighth grade to introduce 
them to Chicago’s complex high school landscape and the 
application process. We then accompany them through ninth 
and tenth grades as they navigate their transition to high school, 
empowering them to take full advantage of  the resources 
available at their high schools and troubleshooting obstacles as 
they arise. 

Last school year, we worked with three partner schools and 
have added three more schools for the 2021-2022 school year. 
We plan to bring on three new partner schools each year across 
the next fi ve years thanks to a partnership with the University 
of  Notre Dame’s Lab for Economic Opportunities. Ultimately, 
High School Bridge will  serve nearly 1,900 students across 18 
schools by the 2025-2026 school year.

— Lauren Fessler, Director of  High School Bridge

Our College Persistence (CP) Team helps our students and alumni with the transition to college prep high schools, on 
their post-secondary paths and, ultimately, to meaningful careers. Through our High School Bridge program (HSB), 
we are extending our high-school placement and persistence services to seventh and eighth grade students at schools 
in neighboring communities who have also been affected by a historical disinvestment in their school and larger 
community. Below, the Director of High School Bridge, Lauren Fessler, speaks to why CJA created this program. Next, 
Jaquan Grier, Class of 2009, and HSB Counselor, explains how his connection with his CP Counselor was pivotal to his 

academic journey and why it is important for us to expand our support services into the larger community. 

BUILDING BUILDING BUILDING BUILDING 
BRIDGESBRIDGES
BUILDING

PEOPLE LEARN
FROM WHAT 

THEY’VE BEEN 
THROUGH AND ARE 
BETTER FOR IT. I AM 

MODELING THAT SAME 
CONCEPT AT CJA.



HOMECOMING

Chicago Jesuit Academy is a family. It’s a place 
where kids can come and learn, kids can come 
in and be safe, boys come in and turn into 
actual gentlemen. 

To me, a gentleman is someone who cares 
for the well-being of  the people in his 
community and does his best to improve his 
life and the lives of  everyone around him. 
CJA is very intentional in its efforts to provide 
these young men the skills they need to be 
successful anywhere they might land on this 
world. That is one of  the main reasons why 
I am so excited to come back and teach here 
at CJA. 

I know the care that every teacher puts into their 
classes and into each young man that walks in this building. 

More than that, I know how important it is to 
have a positive male role model in your life, 
and I want to be that for these young men. 

Any school is going to get kids to high school; 
however, CJA is going to get kids not only to 
high school but also set the boys up to succeed 
in high school and beyond. It’s a proper 
stepping stone for these boys to reach their 
full potential and the limitless opportunities 
and possibilities that are available to people 
from wealthier backgrounds. 

It takes a village to raise a child, and CJA 
has been part of  my village which is why it’s so 
special to me.

— Julian Wicks, Faculty Member, CJA 2011, Fountain Valley 
School 2015, Knox College 2020

CJA is thrilled that our alumni have chosen to return to CJA as faculty and staff members. To have 
our students see themselves refl ected back in the adults in their classroom is an irreplaceable gift. 
Two of these alumni speak about their relationship to CJA as students, alumni and now employees.

Answering the question as a CJA graduate and as an adult, 
“What does CJA mean to you?” is still as tough as it was when 
I was asked as a student. 

CJA to me means a lot, and I have a 
lot of  feelings for CJA, but if  I were 
to explain it in one word I would say 
family. 

My defi nition for family is having 
someone to talk to, having people help 
you up when you have fallen, people 
you can trust, people you can love, 
people that will tell you when you 
are right or wrong in a situation. 
For me, Chicago Jesuit Academy 
means family. CJA is my family.

When I think about my experience as a student that sat in these 
same classrooms, to come back to Chicago Jesuit Academy and 

work as a teacher is a little shocking. It’s 
shocking because there have been a lot 
of  changes throughout the building, 
from the shoes I had to wear to the 
work we had to complete as students. 

The changes that have happened are 
some great changes. I am grateful to be 
able to come back and see young men 

grow to become better than how 
they started. 

— Jason Williams, Classroom Aide, 
CJA 2012, Wells Community High 
School 2016

Julian Wicks at CJA’s 
2011 Graduation

Jason Williams and Dr. Lauren M. Smith, 
CJA’s Board Chair, at CJA’s 2012 Graduation



TEAM
MAKER

At Chicago Jesuit Academy, all employees, whether they are faculty members or not, have 
the unique opportunity to work with students as coaches, tutors and reading buddies. Unlike 
many schools, activities that are normally after school are instead built into the school day 
as co-curriculars. CJA believes this time is equally important to our students’ development as 
their academic time, and sixth, seventh and eighth graders choose a specifi c co-curricular to 
participate in each quarter. Activities range from soccer, to Black American Music Ensemble to 
Culinary Arts. Co-curriculars offer students the chance to pursue a current passion or discover 
a new one. They also enable students and staff to get to know each other outside of the 
academic setting and grow in their relationships. Development Offi cer Roger Garvert and 

David, Class of 2021, discuss working together this year on the Robotics Team. 

Roger: On the Robotics Team, what’s a scenario that you 
can think of  where everybody came together to help you?

David: In seventh grade, we were about to present our robots 
to compete at the competition. I remember everybody came 
together to fi nd solutions, fi x things and do what they could to 
improve. It felt like that moment was amazing. 

Roger: I don’t know that I could have been more proud of  the 
entire team. When you guys won the Judge’s Award, our other 
coach, Mr. Borah, looked up the award criteria… a team that 
has overcome tremendous obstacles to do some really amazing 
things. It was indicative of  all of  the students at CJA. We were 
just so incredibly proud of  you.

Roger: What stands out about your two years of  Robotics 
at CJA?

David: What stood out to me was how we were all working 
together because I remember in my other school, we didn’t 
really work together. It was just like each man for himself. If  
you couldn’t fi nish something, I guess you were doing bad. But 
here, it’s like each of  us share our ideas to motivate each other. 
When we share ideas, it creates this, I guess, friendship, and then 

everyone else comes together too, sharing ideas. The difference 
between both is that it’s CJA. It’s like a team. The whole team 
works. I say the more people there are the better. It is more 
ideas, more brains, more people to help you with something. I 
feel like that’s the big difference: teamwork.

Roger: We did this entire season remotely, never spending time 
together in the same room and yet still had some of  the highest 
scores that we ever had. 

David: We had a bunch of  new students who were able to 
overcome those challenges. I think the thing that helped a lot 
was the fact that we had more time to do it at home. Overall, it 
was amazing that we were able to do that and come home with 
an award. It’s mind-blowing.

David: What do you think is your biggest achievement 
while coaching Robotics? 

Roger: The few returning veterans - of  which you are one of  
them - the leadership that they provided to new students. 

David: I would agree, I think that the greatest achievement, 
the prized possession for the team, would be us students just 
working hard and being there for the whole team.



THE CLASS
OF 2021

“Our teachers help us to learn what we like 
to do which makes it easier to be able to 
plan for life after CJA. You’ve been able to 
push us to fi nd the things we really love in 
life, no matter if it’s popular or underrated, 
whether it’s sports, wanting to be a teacher 
or being an artist.”

— Dariyon ʻ21

FACULTY STAFF 
IN GRATITUDE FOR OUR 

 & 

“I am so grateful for what all of the benefactors 
have done. All of the benefactors have 
made a difference in a lot of our families’ 
lives and will continue to impact students 
and families to come. So I say to all of the 
benefactors who have not just helped CJA 
but made CJA, thank you!”

— David ʻ21

IN GRATITUDE FOR OUR IN GRATITUDE FOR OUR 
BENEFACTORS

IN GRATITUDE FOR OUR 

“This stuck with me, the idea of working hard 
for something even if it’s not what I want to 
be doing, and I will carry that with me to 
high school. I would like to thank you for 
not giving up on me when at times I could 
not fi gure out how to do things.”

— Torrance ʻ21

IN GRATITUDE FOR OUR IN GRATITUDE FOR OUR IN GRATITUDE FOR OUR 
PARENTS & FAMILIESPARENTS & FAMILIESPARENTS & FAMILIES

IN GRATITUDE FOR OUR 
 & 

“You survived 2020… Now, take that 20/20 vision and apply it 
going forward — everything you learned about yourself and 
others — and move onward and upward. The opportunities 
are limitless, the road may not be easy, but the possibilities 
are there.”

— Dr. Lauren M. Smith
Chair, Chicago Jesuit Academy Board of Directors
Associate Chief Medical Offi cer, Patient Logistics, 
Director of ED Operations at UI Health



THE CLASS
OF 2021

The Class of 2021 will attend the following high schools:

Boarding
Culver Academies 

Noble Network of 
Charter Schools
Chicago Bulls College Prep
Golder College Prep
Muchin College Prep
UIC College Prep

Private Catholic
Christ the King Jesuit College Prep
Cristo Rey Jesuit High School
Holy Trinity High School
Loyola Academy
St. Rita of  Cascia High School

Selective Enrollment 
Public
Whitney Young Magnet High School 

Other Private
Chicago Hope Academy 

Other Public
Air Force Academy High School
Curie Metropolitan High School
Intrinsic Charter School
Ogden International School
Prosser Career Academy
Proviso Math and Science Academy

GRAD-AT-GRAD AWARD WINNERS

Open to Growth
awarded to Matthew 
and Daniel

“Matthew takes ownership of  his learning and is a 
leader among his peers, holding himself  — along 
with his classmates — to high expectations. As a 
result, he has made tremendous growth as a reader 
and mathematician… Daniel constantly refl ects 
on his progress, recognizing that perseverance 
and struggle are necessary components of  
growing and learning. He encourages feedback

because he knows it only makes him stronger.”

— Ms. Buethe

Committed to Doing Justice
awarded to Christopher

“Christopher showed his commitment to doing 
justice in the service of  others by deepening his 
understanding of  injustice and its root causes. He 
held up the ugliness of  injustice to the cleansing 

light of  compassion and love.”

— Mr. Klooster

Loving
awarded to Thomas 
and Elijah

“Elijah and Thomas graduate today, imparting on 
this community and imprinting in the hearts and 
minds of  so many a legacy of  empathy, solidarity 
and love. Your kindness and compassion remind 
the people whose lives you have touched that we 

too are worthy of  love.”

— Ms. Odom

Religious
awarded to Ryan and 

Octavius
“Ryan holds himself  to a standard. He has a 
confi dence that he is meeting the challenge he set 
for himself, to accept who he is — a person made 
in the likeness of  God. The world can see it… 
Octavius’s faith is a faith of  action. A faith of  
noticing the world around him, seeing who needs 
help and saying, ‘God has entrusted me with gifts. 
I know how to use them. I can bring God’s light to 
others, so they know that they too matter.’”

— Mr. Houlihan

Intellectually Competent
awarded to Dariyon 

and David
“Whether in the building or remote, Dariyon and 
David practiced planning for the future by joining 
teams that could help them improve themselves; 
they practiced communicating effectively with 
teachers and peers to ask for help; and, they 
thought critically by participating in classes with 
questions and ideas that spurred their learning and 
their peers’ learning.”

— Mr. Diehl

Phoenix Award
awarded to Aaron 

and Deon
“The spirit that drove Aaron to success and 
rebirth was a desire to be his best self, to make his 
unwavering and supportive family proud and to be 
part of  the solution to the world’s problems which 
he so aptly noticed on a daily basis… It is not often 
that you will fi nd a student like Deon who can 
successfully name the emotions that get in the way 
of  his learning, stare those emotions straight in the 
face and persist anyway. That takes courage and 
that courage opened worlds of  knowledge for him.”

— Mr. Mason

NEXT STEPS



Magis Scholarship $5,000/year
A Magis Scholarship ensures that a CJA student has access to 
social workers, a school nurse, learning and reading specialists 
and other supports to help overcome trauma, chronic struggles 
and other special needs.

Comprehensive  $17,500/year
A Comprehensive Scholarship provides all of  the resources 
of  both the Magis and Core Scholarships for a CJA student.

OUR
FINANCIALS

Benefactors who choose to support CJA are investing in the long-term future of  our students. 
That investment signals a belief  in our students’ promise – not only academically, but also as 
people who are committed to doing justice in the service of  others.

If  you are interested in learning more about becoming a scholarship benefactor, please contact 
Mary Grawe, Vice President of  Development, at (773) 629-8600 or grawe@cjacademy.org.

CJA’S SCHOLARSHIP MODEL

Academic School Day $4,641,829 60.5%

Business & 
Development

$861,715 11.2%

College Persistence & 
High School Bridge

$892,077 11.6%

School Operations $1,271,102 16.6%

The majority of  spending at CJA during the 2020-21 school year 
directly supported the Academic School Day, ensuring an 8:1 
student-to-teacher ratio and funding for five social workers, three 
social work interns, four specialists in our Learning Resource Center 
and a full-time school nurse. This holistic approach addresses the 
needs of  each young man through the Jesuit tenet of  cura personalis,
care for the whole person. 

The Business and Development Team accounted for 11% of  our 
expenses and raised $9.7 million for our current operating expenses. 
Additionally, the Development Team raised $15 million toward our 
$30-million capital campaign goal for our campus expansion and new girls’ program. 

The College-Persistence Team worked with our students and their families starting 
in sixth grade to help them prepare for the transition to high school. They continue 
this work with our alumni in high school, post-secondary education and in their 
careers through the age of  25.

The Operations Team managed technology, campus safety and the buildings and 
grounds for our students and alumni. 

SPENDING BY DEPARTMENT

The majority of  CJA’s annual fundraising is in support of  
student scholarships. Scholarship fundraising is essential to CJA’s 
continued growth. By raising students’ scholarships in four-year 
pledges, we are able to ensure that we have the funds necessary to 
serve each young man through his eighth-grade graduation. Over 
80% of  scholarship benefactors choose to renew their four-year 
commitment in support of  the incoming fifth-grade class. Some 
benefactors choose to support specific programs such as our 
Healthy Students Program, our College-Persistence Program or 

our Arts & Music Program. Others give to our General Operating Fund, which 
directs contributions to areas of  the school that need it most. 

Each year, we aim to raise more than our budget so that we can continue to grow our 
enrollment responsibly while growing our reserves. Currently, we have capacity for 
180 students, and when we finish our campus expansion, our capacity will double to 
allow us to serve almost 400 students. Additionally, our goal is to have a four-year 
scholarship raised for each student entering our fifth-grade class before they enroll 
with us in June. Our third- and fourth-grade classes are funded separately, and this 
year, we received an extraordinary gift that will fund these classes for several years 
to come.

Scholarships $5,913,518 60.8%

Special Programs $2,039,595 21.0%

Annual Fund $1,775,063 18.2%

ANNUAL FUNDRAISING BY PROGRAM

These data were unaudited at the time of publication. For a 
copy of CJA’s audited financials, please contact Mary Grawe.

Core Scholarship $12,500/year
A Core Scholarship provides a student with an excellent college-
prep education for 9.5 hours per day and 11 months per year in 
small class sizes with high-quality teachers.

Full Cost  $28,600/year
A full-cost scholarship takes into account the approximate true 
cost per student per year at CJA. This cost is in line with the 
amount spent by many suburban public school districts whose 
average school day is three hours shorter and whose school 
year is two months shorter than CJA’s.



ROOM TO 
GROW

The following donors have made generous commitments in support of  the girls’ program prior to August 1, 2021.

GIRLS’ PROGRAM COMMITMENTS
Anonymous
Fred J. and Leona Conforti
Dan and Maureen Connolly
Conway Family Foundation
Deloitte on behalf  of  Carl Weber
The John & Susan Dewan Foundation
Gary and Karen Gardner
Edward Garvey
Paul Gearen

General Mills
Seth and Dorothy Hemming
IMC
Jewel-Osco Foundation
Donald Kash and Carole Sowa Kash
Bill McIntosh
The Howard and Kennon McKee 

Charitable Fund
Martin and Lauren Modahl

Michael L. and Suzanne M. Nelson
Mary B. and Patrick A. O’Neil Foundation
William J. and Barbara A. Schmidt 

Family Foundation
Roger and Anne Taylor
William S. and Nancy E. Thompson 

Foundation
Dan and Patty Walsh
Susan and Steve Wolfe

CJA’s capital campaign goal is to 
raise $30 million: $25 million 
for the campus expansion and 
$5 million for scholarships for 
the fi rst young women who will 

enroll in CJA in June 2023.

Proposed Construction, South FacadeProposed Construction, Southeast View



These donors have generously contributed over $400,000 in support of  our students since the founding of  CJA in 2005. 

FOUNDERS CIRCLE
Anonymous (3)
Matthew J. and Christine C. Botica
Helen Brach Foundation
CA Student Living/Scott Family Foundation
Chicago Blackhawks Foundation
Conway Family Foundation
James and Catherine Denny Foundation
Foglia Family Foundation
Gallagher 312 Foundation
John J. and Virginia B. Gearen Family
Paul Gearen
The Gies Foundation
Joel and Stacy Hock
Jewel-Osco Foundation

Michael and Lindy Keiser
Greater Milwaukee Foundation’s 

Virginia and Joseph Mallof  Family Fund
Bill McIntosh
The Howard and Kennon McKee Charitable Fund
Midwest Province of  the Society of  Jesus
Offi ce of  Justice Programs
Perkins Malo Hunter Foundation Fund
Maralyn and Michael Reilly
William J. and Barbara A. Schmidt Family Foundation
Trust Under the Will of  John G. Searle - Searle Family Trust
William S. and Nancy E. Thompson Foundation
Dan and Patty Walsh
Susan and Steve Wolfe

These donors are generously sponsoring students through gifts received outside the 2020-2021 fi scal year.

SCHOLARSHIP CIRCLE
Anonymous
Mary Claire and Terry Belton
The John Buck Company Foundation
Howard & Dona Cohen
Rick and Regine Corrado
Henry J.† and Joan M. Deiters
James P. Gearen
Philip B. and Maureen Kenny

Greater Milwaukee Foundation’s 
Virginia and Joseph Mallof  Family Fund

Kathryn & Timothy Martin
Michael J. and Elizabeth M. Miller
O’Gorman Family Charitable Fund
Polk Brothers Foundation
Strides for Peace

These donors have generously supported CJA via a qualifi ed scholarship granting 
organization. Proceeds will be distributed to CJA during the 2021-2022 school year.

INVEST IN KIDS ACT BENEFACTORS

Thomas and Tracy Brooker
Stephen C. and Patricia B. Carlson
Brooke and Vincent DeSapio
Mike and Betty Gearen

Patrick McCarthy
Merrilee Clark Redmond
William and Elizabeth Skalitzky

BENEFACTORS
OUR

IGNATIUS CIRCLE
$100,000 and Up
Anonymous (2)
Barclays
CA Student Living/Scott 

Family Foundation
Dan and Maureen Connolly
The John & Susan Dewan 

Foundation
Foglia Family Foundation
The Gies Foundation
Brian and Christina Greviskes
Haag Family Foundation
Seth and Dorothy Hemming
Joel and Stacy Hock
Jewel-Osco Foundation
Michael and Lindy Keiser
Bill McIntosh
The Howard and Kennon 

McKee Charitable Fund
Martin and Lauren Modahl
Trust Under the Will of  John G. 

Searle - Searle Family Trust
William S. and Nancy E. 

Thompson Foundation
Dan and Patty Walsh
Susan and Steve Wolfe

RODRIGUEZ CIRCLE
$50,000 to $99,999
Chicago Blackhawks Foundation
Tom and Sheila Doar III via 

The Tom and Patty Doar 
Foundation

Jim and Diane Hohmann
Bob and Patty Huffman
Rick and Christina Malnati
Mullooly Carey Foundation
Mrs. Betty Parkinson
Sanborn Family Foundation
William J. and Barbara A. 

Schmidt Family Foundation
Wellington Management 

Foundation
Matt and Marny Zimmer

BELLARMINE CIRCLE 
$25,000 to $49,999 
Abra Prentice Foundation, Inc.
Advocate Bethany Community 

Health Fund
Anonymous (4)
Calvin Bower and Pamela Piane
Fred J. Brunner Foundation
Bob Casey
Michael Cleary
Bob and Loretta Cooney
James† and Ellen Dalton
Warren and Mary Jo DeMaio
James and Catherine Denny 

Foundation
Michael and Peggy Dwyer
Gallagher 312 Foundation
Gary and Karen Gardner
Edward Garvey
Paul Gearen
Eileen Moore Golan
The Grainger Foundation
James P. and Brenda S. 

Grusecki Family Foundation
Daniel P. Haerther Trust
Warren & Beverly Hayford
Kemper Educational & 

Charitable Fund
John and Deborah Lahey
The Lee Family
Adrienne Meisel and 

Rand Sparling
Charles W. Mulaney, Jr.
Nasgovitz Family Foundation
Jerome O’Connor†
James J. and Sharon O’Sullivan
Liz and Tom Parrott
Dr. and Mrs. Frank Previti
PricewaterhouseCoopers
Tom and Linda Rinella
James T. and Michelle A. 

Ryan Foundation
The Sarah M. Schmidt Family 

Charitable Fund
John F. Smiekel Foundation
Patrick & Heather Thornton
Hank and Janet Underwood
Carl and Susan Weber

XAVIER CIRCLE
$10,000 to $24,999
Anderson Family Foundation 
Aileen S. Andrew Foundation
Maureen and Peter Anger
Anonymous (5)
Seth Axelrad and Muriel 

Jean-Jacques
The Bednarz/McMahon 

Family Fund
Brad and Julie Benbow
Sheila and Robert Berner, Jr.
Thomas L. & Kathleen G. 

Bindley Charitable Trust
Helen Brach Foundation
Mary Grace and Kevin Burke
John D. and Leslie Henner Burns 

Family Foundation
Celebrate Life Foundation
Thomas and Mary Cellitti
CGray Foundation
Gail Colvin
Conway Family Foundation
Karen and Ned Crowley
Barbara and Michael Davis
Deloitte on behalf  of  Carl Weber
Mary A. Dempsey
Mullery Doar via the Tom and 

Patty Doar Foundation
Tom and Shaina Doar IV via 

the Tom and Patty Doar 
Foundation

Mr. and Mrs. Charles V. 
Doherty

Brian and Beth Farmer
Ann & Tim Finnegan
Margaret M. Fiorenza and 

Mark F. Santacrose
George and Mary Fitzpatrick
Timothy G. and 

Kathryn S. French
Regan and Philip Friedmann
Debra and Jordan Hadelman
David and Nancy Hines
The John R. Houlsby 

Foundation
Thomas and Helga Humes
Justin and Hilarie Huscher

IMC
The Timothy B. Johnson 

Gift Fund
Ken’s Foods
King Family Foundation
Mike and Marian Kneafsey
William and JoAnn Kunkel
Steven D. and Margaret H. 

McCormick
Thomas McDonald and 

Gina Raffi n
Midwest Province of  the 

Society of  Jesus
Noel G. and Michele V. Moore
Paul and Francine Mozer
Becky and Mike Murray
Michael L. and Suzanne M. 

Nelson
New Frontiers Foundation
Mary O’Neil
Edmond and Alice Opler 

Foundation
Bob and Kay Otter
Chris and Kathy Perry
Martin J. Perry and Barbara J. 

Williams
John and Mary Polich
Kevin Preloger and Kathy Buck
Matthew and Janine Reintjes
Tom and Emily Reynolds
Arthur Munsey Robinson 

Charitable Foundation
Sage Foundation
Margaret M. Schmidt and 

Kenneth J. Danila Fund
Donald and Cecile 

Schoenheider
Dr. Scholl Foundation
Sebastian Family Charitable 

Foundation
Mr. and Mrs. Bruce R. Sents
Mr. & Mrs. Timothy G. Sheehan
The George L. Shields 

Foundation
Dr. Lauren M. Smith
The Stenning
George Sullivan and 

Dorothy Turek
The Tardiff  Family

Bolded names indicate scholarship benefactors.
The donor roll acknowledges gifts made to Chicago 
Jesuit Academy between June 1, 2020 and May 31, 2021.



BENEFACTORS
OUR

Roger and Anne Taylor
Cherryl Thomas
Jim and Tricia Valenti
Joseph F. Vosicky, Jr.
Richard and Ann Waris
Kurt and Allison Wiese
Wintrust Financial Corporation
Jean and Peter Witty
Tom and Amy Ziegenfuss

MARQUETTE CIRCLE
$5,000 to $9,999
Matt and Kathryn A’Hearn
Anonymous (5)
The Armor Group
Erwin K. and Nancy C. Aulis
B.I.G. Capital LLC
Jason Baine
Stephen and Sarah Baine
David Baker and Kelly Maxwell
Anthony L. and Jean C. Barbato
The Barnett Family
Tim and Susan Barron
Dan and Lisa Barry
David and Linda Bergonia 

Charitable Fund
Charles W. & Patricia S. Bidwill 

Charitable Foundation
John and Kathy Broderick
Barbara Burrell
Kathy Byrne
Marc and Ann Cannon
Catherine Cassidy
Mark Cavanaugh Memorial 

Scholarship Group
Chicago Board of  Trade 

Foundation
Maxie and E. Swope Clarke
Liz & Jeff  Coney
Philip H. Corboy Foundation
Thomas and Anita Croghan
Mrs. Margaret A. Crowe
Jane and Brian Crowley
Dorothea Cunningham 

Family Foundation
J.L. DiStefano Family Fund
Patrick E. Dwyer III via 

Dwyerthon
Russell and Leigh Dyer

Theodore Eckert Foundation
Roger and Anita Garvert
Gearen/Shinners Family
The Goetz Family Foundation
Patrick J. and Marianne Hagerty
John and Lisa Hendrickson
Marilyn S. Hines
Geoffrey A. and Linda L. Hirt
Mike and Isabel Hynes
Javors Family
Donald Kash and Carole 

Sowa Kash
Chris and Biz Keiser
Jim and Sue King
William G. and Joan A. Kistner
Thomas and Margaret 

Kittle-Kamp
Klaff  Family Foundation c/o 

Hersch & Avril Klaff
Barbara Koren
Richard and Julie Krieger
Mark K. and Mary E. Lahey
The LaValle Family
Eugene and Kandace Lenti
Brian C. Lewis and Ihemba M. 

Mwamufi ya
Loyola Press
Tim and Mary Lyne
Kevin and Kate Maloney
Michael and Mary Anne Mason
Brendan M. and Barbara S. 

McCormick
McKinney Family Charitable 

Fund
Rob and Anne Metzger
Ana Misetic
Jane Moore
Marianne Moore
Michael and Emer Mulvihill
Mary Munday and Richard Clark
Jim and Letitia Murphy
Richard & Mary Beth Murphy
Scott and Nora Murray
Chris and Lauren Peterson
Sheila and John Pigott
John & Chris Rademacher
David and Marianne Schiavone
Lyssa & Andrew Schmidt 

Charitable Fund

Gregory Schulson
Stephen & Rebecca Schuster
Steve and Ginger Smits
Andy Soucheray
Stifel on behalf  of  Chris and 

Michelle Prassas
Jeremy Stom Remembrance 

Foundation
Sweeney Family Foundation
Trevonne and Nicole Thompson
The Van Grinsven Family
Mike and Ellen Walsdorf
Jeffrey and Susan Warren
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Westropp
Fred and Marilyn Wohlberg
John M. Yeager
The Zalesky Family

CAMPION CIRCLE
$2,500 to $4,999
Stephen and Denise Andrews
David and Faith Atkins
The Jim Bauernfeind Family
Thomas and Laura Beckley
Michael Blankshain and 

Kathleen Deighan
Dan and Merrie Boone 

Foundation and Mr. and Mrs. 
Renaat Ver Eecke

John Botica
Mr. and Mrs. Daniel Bursky
Ann Byrne
Jarrod Carter
Kelly Cassidy and Scott Rozmus
Lauren and Rebecca Centioli
Michael and Kate Cooney
John & Mary Coyle
Sean L. Cunningham
Frank and Jane Egan
Pat and Carol Fitzgerald
Lucy and Richard Gaven
Dr. William and Mrs. 

Jayne Gilligan
Rick and Lisa Gillis
Jonathan and Julie Hicks
Pat and Jim Karczewski
Bob and Mary Ellen Kastenholz
Mary Kennedy
Bill and Marta Krug

Thomas and Amy Kuhns
Jim & Sara Lynch
Charles Mann and Dale Duda
Carl Marinacci and 

Barbara Phelan
Susan and Mark Matejka Family
John and Diana McDevitt 
McGraw Foundation
John McKenna and Meg Miller
Sharon and Graydon Megan
John F. and Joan P. Mullins 

Charitable Foundation
Jon Najarian
Megan O’Brien
Thomas and Laura O’Sullivan
H. Charles Osweiler
George and Peggy Pandaleon
Jim and Monica Pruyn
Mark and Patricia Ptacek
Steven and Stephanie Remelius
Tom and Mary Rogers
Mr. and Mrs. Frank J. Roney
Erik Sorensen and Maria 

Lefkow Sorensen
Neele & Bonnie Stearns
David and Kate Strachan
Taylor Street Jesuit Community
The Wicklander Foundation
William and Kathryn Wicklander

CANISIUS CIRCLE
$1,000 to $2,499
Carlos and Alyse Alban
Mr. Robert W. Anderson and Ms. 

Marilyn Biede
Anonymous (5)
Robert and Alicia Ashenburg
Brian and Janet Creevy Avery
Vivien & John Barkidjija
Peg and Larry Beaudin
James L. Bebley
Brian and Jenna Boyle
Terri Brady
Jim & Eileen Breen
Joseph Brennan
Milton and Susan Brougham
Robert and Mame Byrne
Sharon & Kevin Carroll
Chomicz Family Foundation

Brian and Zada Clarke 
Glen & Kathleen Clarke
Nancie Coogan
Frank Crowley
Todd and Victoria DeMonte
Mary Gilligan Dolan - Res ‘53
Thomas A. Durkin and 

Janis D. Roberts
Carol J. and Patrick E. 

Dwyer Family
Thomas and Donna Egan
Evanston Bicycle Club
Katie Falk
Tim and Laura Farquhar
Sarah E. Finch
Bruce & Liz Fischer
John J. and Catherine M. 

Fitzgerald
Jim and Ann Fox
Jason and Terri Fuchs
John and Ann Gearen
Good Heart, Work Smart 

Foundation
Luke and Caitlyn Haller
Kay & Kenneth Hamel
Barbara and Mike Heaton
Tom and Jane Heiden
Stafford C. Henry, MD
Jay and Diane Homan
James & Rosemary Hower
Ben Huffman
Harley & Teresa Hutchins
Kevin Hynes and Mary Sousan
Jim and Ellen Jones
James and Mary Kearney
Bruce and Deborah Lackey
Sarah Lalley
Pete and Jean Lawrence
Mary Lee
Joan Lefkow
Robert C. Liuzzi
Patrick and Mary Beth Lucas
George and Barbara Lynch
Joan Lynch
Dave and Kris Mahon
Austin McCormick
Jim & Diana McIntosh
Bill and Paula McMenamin
David K. and Judith C. McNulty

John Michalik
Kathi & Max Miller
Mary and Eric Mollman
Barbara Molloy
Dave and Connie Morrison
Mary Catherine Mortell
Meredith Mosbacher Pruyn and 

Michael Pruyn
James C. Mullen
Thomas and Lisa O’Connell
Ed and Jean Ozog
Robert and Barbara Perkaus
Mr. James M. and Mrs. 

Heather L. Pigott
Sarah Polich
Stephen and Ann Potter
Gail & Jerry Prassas
Jean Ptacek
Dan Ray State Farm
Rick Redmond
Philip and Carolyn Roussel
David and Sterie Rush
John and Phyllis Russell
Greg Schirf
Leo and Diane Schlinkert
Judy Shaw
Millie Slane
Therese G. Smith and 

Marty H. Wright
Martha and Tom Spalding
Joseph Starshak
Luke Stavole
John and JoAnn Stephens
Douglas Struckman
Bob and Ellen Sunness
Suzanne B. Tobin
Jeff  Wagner
Ann and Doug Wambach
Michael & Maura Ward
Susan & Thomas Westhoff
Cynthia Cunningham Whalen
Richard & Patricia Wier
Kevin and Amanda Wiley
Vickie Wisniewski
Jennifer Wyatt and Joe Weismantel
Danielle York
Idyth and Jay Zimbler
Jon Zindel

ELLACURIA CIRCLE
$500 to $999
Anonymous (3)
Frieda and George Baker
Danny Belton
Binswanger-Charlton Family Fund
Bernadette and Tim Broccolo
Margaret Scanlon Brown
Cecilia Bucolo
Debra Bunnell
Gabe and Amy Cahill
Richard & Marilyn Ciccarone
Paulette and Craig Cihlar
Joseph and Mary Collins
Peggy Cunniff  and Patrick Rocks
Tom & Lynn DePietro
Bruno and Rosary Eidietis
Maureen and Michael Furey
Richard W. Groendyke
Bob and Claire Hamilton
Alan J. Hunken
Conor Hunt and Kathryn Conway
Frank Jeffers
Ken Johnson and Amy Stearns
Anthony Karlatiras and 

Kathleen Boyle
Vinay Kashyap
Rosemary O’Hare Kehoe
Thomas and Susan King
Ken and Karen Kuchar
Marty and Tanya Laskowski
William M. Lawler
Thomas Lenz and Suzanne 

Lefevre
Chris and Emily Lund
Marziani/Wrobel Family
Matty May
Art and Lisa McQueen
Laszlo Medgyesy and Jamie 

Klobuchar
Patrick G. Meehan and

 Julie A. O’Connor
Thomas Meyers and 

Barbara Brooks
Mr. and Mrs. William Minihan
Timothy S. Mitchell
Peter Molica and Catherine 

Bernard

Jennifer and Steven Molony
Bridget Morton
Guy W. Mouton
Mark and Diane Muench
Mark Nemec
Richard and Constance Nemec
Greg O’Neil
Dennis O’Toole
Ares Panagoulias and Anne 

Kathryn West
Susan and Mike Phillips
Matthew Pruyn
Raskob Foundation for Catholic 

Activities, Inc.
David and Lyn Rasmussen
Arthur Reliford Jr.
Sean Robinson
Steve and Catherine Saunders
Lily Schmitt
Janet Schreiber
Angela Sherrill & Kasey Klipsch
Chris and Suzie Shoup
James K. Suhr
Emiliano Vargas
Craig S. Vogel and Karen Breen 

Vogel
Michele and Creighton Warren
Emily Wey
Michael Wolfe and Jeff  Frederick

TEILHARD CIRCLE
$250 to $499
Voltaire Alanguilan
Amate House SoHo ‘11-’12
Anonymous (5)
Michaelene Barton
Timothy M. and Elaine S. Bell
Patrick & Constance Broderick
Dr. Taylor Buckingham and Dr. 

Erin Buckingham
Bob & Fran Caprini
Leonard and Delores Cardascio
Mrs. Joyce Chipain
Maurice A. Classen
Kevin and Maureen Cogan
Terence & Shannon Connelly
Connolly Charitable Fund
Theodore E. Cornell III
Catherine & Tim Curran



BENEFACTORS
OUR

Jane Doar
Geri Flynn Dobry
Sean M. and Julie Dwyer
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Feeley
Michael and Helen Fitzpatrick
Louis Gascoigne
Sara and Sean Geoghegan
Martin T. Gibbons
Tom & Mary Gibbons
Laura Hosteny
Colleen and Tom Huffman
Chuck Jacobson and 

Mary Lou Vainisi
Emily Kalanithi
Mr. and Mrs. William H. Kelly Jr.
Jim & Jan Kinsella
Greg Koster
Jeff  and Linda Krol
Stephanie Lackey
Joseph & Kerstin Lane
David Levinson and 

Kathleen Kirn
Dr. Norris S. Lewis
Mr. and Mrs. David C. Light
Terry and Nancy Long
Michael Lund
Gregory Matz
Chris McHugh
Andrew J. McKenna
Barbara & Richard Michalik
Mr. and Mrs. Lawrence Miller
Jim and Mindy Munson
Philip Nehro
George D. and Julianne M. Pease
Philip G. and Maureen O. Prassas
Mark M. and Susan E. Quinn
Mr. and Mrs. Barry Quirke
Leo & Polly Reedy
Karin Rettger
James E. and Kathleen M. 

Sampson
Stephen Ross Schuster
Dan and Sarah Sennett
Leonard Slotkowski
Deacon Tony and Mrs. Monica 

Spatafore
Dr. Robert Steinberg & 

Connie Rivera
Amelia & Nathan Stowe

Nancy and Don Vine
Dr. John and Mrs. Michele 

Wheeler
Dean and Jeannine Wiese
Jeanne Wrenn

RICCI CIRCLE
$100 - $249
Dina Adams
Anonymous (6)
Jean M. Bax
Michael Berzanski
John Biemer
William and Gina Blouin
Marilyn L. Boyle
Charles Brinkman
Nancy Sheridan Burke
Charles Clark
Carol Clay
Kate Coney
John J. Curry
Carolyn Daley
John and Tara Darnell
Erica Dewan
George Diehl
Bill & Terri DiPiero
Geraldine Dwyer
Tom and Kathy Ehmann
Laura Eidietis
Edward P. and Colleen F. Evert, Jr.
Eduardo Favela
Kevin Fitzpatrick
Rohit Fonseca
Jason Frankel
Freeman Pictures, Inc.
Veryl Gambino
Mark and Nancy Garrison
Sonari Glinton
Christopher J. and Martina 

Gombas
Jeffrey Harrison
Thomas W. Havey
Colleen Heidkamp
George Hickey
Jamie Hull
Suzanne Inzerillo
Michael and Terese Kane
Lorraine & Bernard Kash
John Kavanaugh

Raymond J. and Kathleen B. Kelly
Mildred Kennedy
Camille Kettel
Herbert Klinker
Thomas Larsson
John Lillig and Anna Lee
Thomas Lillig
Grace Linus
Beth Lonergan
Kathleen Long and Kevin Acton
Anne and David Loucks
Patricia and William Maher
Dr. and Mrs. Charles Martinez
Tracy Massey
Stan and Margaret McGinley
Fr. Joseph Mulcrone
Thomas R. Nash
Jim Neary
Robert N. and Mary E. Noriega
Virginia and Ed Novak
Sharon Nowakowski
Norah O’Brien
Melissa O’Malley
B. Michael Pallasch
Alex and Mark Peters
Mark Pincus
Ed and Julie Polfus
Prask Giving Fund
Larry Reedy
Michael Reid
James and Linda Reilly
Angel Richardson
David & Pamela Roberts
Michael and Andrea Santer
Carol Savier
Robert E. Schayer
Catherine Schiavone
Corey Schiffman
Lucille & Richard Schleiter
Jack Sherman
Maurine Smith
Patrick and Noreen Somers
William and Ingrid Stafford
Laura Stukel
Reuben Subramaniam
Rose Mary Sullivan
Ruby Taylor
Thomas and Natasa Van Grinsven
Patrick and Kristen Wagner

Janet Waligora
Janet Walsh
John Walsh
Marla Warman
Mary F. Webster-Norville
Laura Wester
Caroline Williams
Laura Wingate
Maureen Wood
Jim and Mary Zangs
Kathleen Ziemer

FABER CIRCLE
Up to $99
Abbvie
Anonymous (4)
AT&T Foundation
Antigone D. Blackwell
Christopher M. Bowles
Joseph Brandes
Kay Cahill
James P. and Gillian Kiley Carey
Bridget Corbett Cohen 
Maura Colleary
Patrick Curran
John A. and Sarah M. Donohue
Mary K. Finch
Matthew Fitzsimons
Nora K. Flynn and Matthew G. 

Lynch
Laura D. Friend-Reed
Seletta Goodall-Nichols
Eileen Griffi n
Helen Griffi n
Chris Grunewald
Hollis Hanover
Larry Huettl
Charlotte Corcoran Jones
Jill Kasza Family Giving Fund
Kreg and Shannon Keesee
Courtney and John Kelly
Thomas & Rosemarie King
Rama Kumanduri
Robyn LaLonde
Kathleen McKenna
Christopher McNamara
David Meers
Jennifer Morrison
Brian Nedved

Kathleen O’Toole
John and Lynne Overberg
Eileen Boyle Perich
Colin Picchietti
L Patrick Reedy
Marge Riley
Elizabeth Rose
Sarah Sampson
Juan Silva
Leslie Singel
Melanie Striedl
Kathryn Tosh
Jenece Upton
Sarah and Austin Victor
Lisa Wiersma
Grace Dougherty Wisdom

TRIBUTES IN HONOR OF…
Tom Beckley & Jenna Boyle

Bob and Kay Otter
Benoit Benjamin

Anonymous
Mr. & Mrs. David Bergonia & 

Family & Mrs. Elva Bergonia
Adrienne Meisel and

  Rand Sparling
Charles ‘Stormy’ Bidwill

Anonymous
Black Lives Matter

Catherine & Tim Curran
Matthew and Christine Botica

David and Faith Atkins
John Botica
Frank Crowley
Klaff  Family Foundation c/o

  Hersch & Avril Klaff
Dori Boyce

Anonymous
Kevin Charlton and Amy 

Thornton
Binswanger-Charlton

  Family Fund
Tim Charlton and Dominique 

Lejbrandt
Binswanger-Charlton

  Family Fund
Mr. Richard Clark

Charles Clark

EveAnn M. Classen
Maurice A. Classen

Cate and Jim Denny
Mrs. Margaret A. Crowe

John Dewan
Erica Dewan
Carol Savier

Katie DiPiero
Bill & Terri DiPiero

Tommy Maranges and 
Katie DiPiero
Traci Miller

Steve Donisch
Jenece Upton

Thomas Durkin, Janis Roberts, 
Matte and Anne Durkin
David & Pamela Roberts

Carol Dwyer
Noelle Dwyer

Carol and Pat Dwyer
Sean M. and Julie Dwyer

Patrick Dwyer III
Christopher M. Bowles
Martin T. Gibbons
James E. and Kathleen M.

  Sampson
Dwyerthon

John Biemer
Carolyn Daley
Carol J. and Patrick E. Dwyer 
Family
Geraldine Dwyer
Noelle Dwyer
Sean M. and Julie Dwyer
Kevin Fitzpatrick
Chris Grunewald
Hollis Hanover
Jamie Hull
Jill Kasza Family Giving Fund
Rama Kumanduri
Robyn LaLonde
Christopher McNamara
Jennifer Morrison
Dennis O’Toole
Sarah and Austin Victor

Sarah Finch
James P. and Gillian Kiley Carey

Larry and Beth Gies
Gregory Schulson

Maria and Jason Gola
Laura Eidietis

Jordan Hadelman
Thomas and Laura O’Sullivan

Terese and Luke Hagerty
John and Tara Darnell

Terese and Luke Hagerty and 
all the CJA students
Patrick J. and Marianne Hagerty

Francis M. Heraty
Maureen Wood

Bob and Patty Huffman
Colleen and Tom Huffman

Jay A. Kemper
Brad and Julie Benbow

Mike Kneafsey
Frank Jeffers

Paul Krug
Richard & Marilyn Ciccarone

Stephanie Lackey
Bruce and Deborah Lackey

Greg Larsson and Caela Carter
Thomas Larsson

Eun Hae Lillig and 
Tae Won Lillig
John Lillig and Anna Lee

Matthew Lynch
Tom and Kathy Ehmann
Kathleen Long and

  Kevin Acton
Emiliano Vargas

Edward Maloney
Joseph Starshak

Michael Mason
Michael and Mary Anne Mason

Brendan McCormick
Michaelene Barton
Patrick & Constance Broderick

Brendan and Barbara 
McCormick
Austin McCormick

Bill McIntosh
Katie Falk
Alan J. Hunken
John 13:34 Charitable Fund
Robert and Barbara Perkaus
John and Phyllis Russell
Leo and Diane Schlinkert

Brad and Lisa Tank Charitable
  Foundation

William S. and Nancy E.
  Thompson Foundation
Dr. Dee Mosbacher and 

Dr. Nanette Gartrell 
Meredith Mosbacher Pruyn  

  and Michael Pruyn
Megan O’Brien

Chris McHugh
George D. and Julianne M.

  Pease
Alzario Palmer

Ellen Dalton
Richard and Merrilee 

Redmond
Rick Redmond

Leo and Polly Reedy
L. Patrick Reedy
Laura Stukel

Kathleen Rocks
Rohit Fonseca

David Schiavone
Catherine Schiavone

The Sheridan Family
Nancy Sheridan Burke

Millie Slane
Bridget Corbett Cohen
Helen Griffi n
Mildred Kennedy
Robert N. and Mary E. Noriega

Maria Lefkow Sorensen
Joan Lefkow

SICP alumni @ CJA as faculty, 
staff  & administration
Timothy S. Mitchell

Jim Stoeger, S.J.
Carol Clay

The students and teachers 
of  CJA
Mr. and Mrs. Daniel Bursky

Mike Tengel
Colin Picchietti

Janet Underwood
Anonymous

Pat Van Grinsven
Thomas and Natasa Van 
Grinsven
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BOARD OF BOARD OF BOARD OF BOARD OF 
DIRECTORSDIRECTORS

2021-2022 
BOARD OF

Dr. Lauren M. Smith, Chair
Associate Chief  Medical Offi cer, Patient Logistics, 
Director of  ED Operations at UI Health 

Mary Claire Belton
Belton Catering, LLC

Matt Botica
Partner, Winston & Strawn

Tracy Brooker
Professional Volunteer
Past Board Chair, Fenwick High School

Catherine Cassidy
Senior Commercial Account Executive, ServiceNow

Daniel Connolly
Managing Director & Partner, Co-Head of  Global 
Mergers & Acquisitions, William Blair & Company

Tom Doar III
Retired Teacher/Head of  School

Beth Gies
President, The Gies Foundation

Brian  Greviskes
Director, Automation Development Engineering, Tesla

Robert Huffman
CEO, Relative Value Partners

Dr. Muriel Jean-Jacques
Attending Physician, Northwestern Medicine 
Assistant Professor, Northwestern University Feinberg 
School of  Medicine

Phil Kenny
Kenny International

Matthew Lynch
President, Chicago Jesuit Academy

Rev. James Murphy, S.J.
Professor of  Philosophy, Loyola University Chicago

Michael Nelson
Partner, Pritzker Private Capital

Dorian Orr
General Manager, Microsoft

Antonio Ortiz
President, Cristo Rey Jesuit High School

Robret Simpson
Director of  Operations, 
Facing Forward to End Homelessness
Parent of  a CJA Alumnus

Rev. James Stoeger, S.J.
Vocation Director, Midwest Jesuits

Carl Weber
Retired Partner, Deloitte

BENEFACTORSBENEFACTORS
OUR
Renaat Ver Eecke

Vinay Kashyap
Michele Wheeler

Rick and Lisa Gillis
Kevin and Amanda Wiley

Nancy and Don Vine

TRIBUTES IN MEMORY 
OF…
James W. Barron Sr.

Tim and Susan Barron
Paul Bauerlein

Mary Lee
The Cahill Family

Kay Cahill
Jim Casey

Marge Riley
Bob Clark

Mary Munday and Richard
  Clark
The James Conlon Family

William M. Lawler
Virginia L. Connolly and 

Ruth B. Vosicky
Joseph F. Vosicky, Jr.

Kathleen Burke Curry
John J. Curry

Marcia Essenfeld
James and Linda Reilly

Ronald G. Finch
Sarah E. Finch

Paula Flaherty
Shannon McDonnell
John and Lynne Overberg
Sean Robinson
Elizabeth Rose

Frank Gembala
Calvin Bower and

  Pamela Piane
Dolores Greabe

Mark and Nancy Garrison
Eileen Griffi n
Kreg and Shannon Keesee
Sharon Nowakowski
Emily Wey

Mary Eilish Hickey
George Hickey

Nancy Kelly
Caroline Williams

Herb and Edith Klinker
Herbert Klinker

George P. Lynch
Joan Lynch

Jack Macnamara
Anonymous
Barbara and Mike Heaton

Vlado and Marlene Misetic
Ana Misetic

Michael Morrison
Jon Najarian

John J. O’Connor
Kathleen O’Toole

Jose Nieves Perez
Anonymous

Ann Polfus
Ed and Julie Polfus

George & Josephine Prassas
Philip G. and Maureen O.

  Prassas
Walter Sowa

Debra Bunnell
Mark Nemec
Richard and Constance

  Nemec
Bernina Sykes

Erik Sorensen and Maria
  Lefkow Sorensen
Maureen Thiesen & Gerane 

Dougherty
Grace Dougherty Wisdom

Harold B. Tobin
Suzanne B. Tobin

Maurice J. Walsh
Janet Walsh

Sharon Weir Zalesky
Marc and Ann Cannon

GIFTS IN-KIND
Maureen and Peter Anger
Anonymous
Anthony L. and Jean C. Barbato
Mary Claire and Terry Belton
Alysha Biehl and Barrington 

Lopez
Dominic Celio
Chicago Home Tutor
Dan and Maureen Connolly
Josh Corn

Mr. and Mrs. Charles V. 
Doherty

Steve Donisch
Carol J. and Patrick E. 

Dwyer Family
Filtration Group
Bruce & Liz Fischer
Gabriel Environmental Services
Gary Gardner
Lucy and Richard Gaven
General Mills
The Gies Foundation
Mary Grawe
Armario Hill, Sr.
Mike and Isabel Hynes
Donald Kash and Carole 

Sowa Kash
Thomas and Susan King
Mike and Marian Kneafsey
Sean Kneafsey
LEAD Program
Dr. Norris S. Lewis
Jackie and Casey Magner
Heather Maranges and 

Tim Kutta
Marziani/Wrobel Family
Thomas E. McBride
Brendan M. and Barbara S. 

McCormick
Paul Milano
Traci Miller
Tricia Miller
Claudia Montenegro
Molly Morrissey
Northwestern Center for 

Talent Development
Dr. Jeffrey O’Koon
Plaskolite
Christopher and Michelle 

Prassas
Public Rec
Shebop Beach
SHIELD Illinois
Millie Slane
Sotheby’s Summer Institute
Jamie Stephenson
Jerry and Chris Sullivan
The Van Grinsven Family
Pat and Abby Van Grinsven

VOLUNTEERS
Jean Barbato
Vivien Barkidjija
Christine Botica
Mary Claire Belton
Dick Clark
Joseph Collins
Christine Crawshaw
Barbara Davis
Gary Gardner
Lucy Gaven
Beth Gies
Bruce Hartney
Nancy Hines
Mary Hogan
Harley Hutchins
Susan King
Maureen Kleinman
Michael Kneafsey
Mary Elaine Koren
Julie Krieger
Paul Krug
Jackie Magner
Rebecca Malley
Sara McCarthy
Gretchen McCarty
Brendan McCormick
Laszlo Medgyesy
Graydon Megan
Jean Ozog
Michelle Prassas
Jean Ptacek
Fernando Saldivar
Steve Saunders
Thomas Skahen
Amy Stearns
Conor Sullivan
Patrick Theisen
Gina Vanasco
An Vu
Michele Wheeler



Thomas Beckley, Principal
Loyola University Chicago M.Ed., Columbia University B.A.

London Black, Social Worker
Loyola University Chicago M.S.W., DePaul University B.A.

Andrea Bonaccorsi, Faculty Member
University of  Chicago M.A., Marquette University B.S.

Kevin Borah, IT Manager
University of  Michigan (M.A. Candidate), Boston College B.A.

•Jenna Boyle, Faculty Member
Johns Hopkins M.S.Ed.S., Michigan State University B.A., B.S.

Keith Brooks, Music Director
DePaul University M.Jazz, Elmhurst College B.Mus.

•Sara Buethe, Mathematics Specialist
Loyola University Chicago M.Ed., Marquette University B.S.

Darryl Clayton, Social Worker
University of  Chicago M.S.W., Columbia College B.A.

Charlotte Curtis, Director of Parent Engagement
Western Illinois University M.A., B.A.

Laura Daley, Faculty Member
National Louis University M.Ed., Loyola University Chicago B.A.

Joe Demonica, Campus Security Officer
Chicago Police Department, Retired

•David Diehl, Faculty Member
Northwestern University M.Ed., Villanova University B.S.

Katie DiPiero, College-Persistence Counselor
University of  Chicago (M.S.W. Candidate), 

Saint Mary’s College B.A.

Ravae Duhaney, Development Associate & Volunteer Coordinator
Dominican University, M.Ed., 

University of  Maryland, Baltimore County B.A.

•Anne Durkin, Dean of the Lower School & Faculty Member
Boston College B.A.

Maria Eidietis, Faculty Member
University of  Chicago M.A., University of  Notre Dame B.A.

Anne Elsener, Dean of Curriculum & Instruction
Indiana University Ph.D., University of  Notre Dame M.Ed., 

Marian University B.A.

Lauren Fessler, Director of High School Bridge
University of  Notre Dame B.A.

Haley Fischer, Development Officer
Loyola University Chicago M.S.W., St. Joseph’s University B.A.

Raynesia Fleming, Director of Social Work
University of  Illinois M.S.W., 

Western Illinois University B.S.

Roger Garvert, Development Officer
University of  Colorado Denver M.B.A., 

University of  Michigan M.S., University of  Kansas B.S.

Gretchen Geerts-Melaniphy, Mathematics Interventionist
Loyola University Chicago M.Ed., Marquette University B.A.

Gerard Geyer, Director of Facilities
Gordon Technical College Prep

Marcos Gonzales, Director of Trauma-Informed Education
Loyola University Chicago M.S.W., 

Loyola Marymount University M.A., B.A.

Peter Gosselar, Chief Information Officer
University of  Chicago M.A., Kenyon College B.A.

Mary Grawe, Vice President of Development
University of  Dayton B.A.

Jessica Green Clement, Development Officer
DePaul University B.A.

ªJaquan Grier, High School Bridge Counselor
University of  Illinois Chicago (M.S.W. Candidate), 

St. Norbert College B.A.

•Terese Hagerty, Dean of Programs & Faculty Member
University of  Notre Dame M.Ed., Marquette University B.S.

Armario Hill, Sr., Middle School and Community Outreach Support
Prosser Vocational High School

•Matthew Houlihan, Faculty Member
University of  Notre Dame M.Ed., B.A.

Dana Jenkins, College-Persistence Counselor
George Washington University M.A., Knox College B.A.

ˇCarole Kash, Librarian
Chicago Kent School of  Law J.D., 

Loyola University Chicago M.B.A., B.S.

2021-2022 
FACULTY & STAFF

Jay Kemper, Director of College Persistence
University of  Dayton B.A.

Pam Kiefer, School Nurse
Loyola University Chicago B.S., Miami University B.S.

Ben Klooster, Director of Recruitment
Boston University M.B.A., Grinnell College B.A.

•Katie Kuhns, Faculty Member
Loyola University Chicago M.Ed., Creighton University B.A.

Olivia LaPointe, Social Worker
Loyola University Chicago M.S.W., B.S.

Matthew Lynch, President
Washington University M.B.A., Georgetown University B.A.

•Michael Mason, Dean of Seventh and Eighth Grade
Northwestern University M.B.A., Boston College B.A.

ˇAnne Metzger, Benefits Manager
DePaul University M.B.A., University of  Illinois B.S.

Meg Mortensen, Vice President of College Persistence
Brooklyn College M.Ed., Villanova University B.A.

Meredith Mosbacher, Development Officer
London School of  Economics M.Sc., Brown University B.A.

Megan O’Brien, Director of Business Operations
Indiana University B.S.

Miranda Olander, College-Persistence Counselor
Monmouth College B.A.

Candace Ousley, College-Persistence Counselor
Concordia University M.A., Bradley University B.S.

Danielle Pernini, Director of Development Operations
University of  Illinois B.A.

•Sara Powers, Reading Specialist
Loyola University Chicago M.Ed., University of  Dayton B.A.

Janorisè Robinson, Dean of Sixth Grade & Faculty Member
Concordia University (Ed.D. Candidate) M.Ed., 

Aquinas College B.A.

Joe Robledo, High School Bridge Counselor
University of  Illinois B.A.

Kathleen Rocks, Faculty Member
University of  Notre Dame M.A., B.A.

Caroline Rooney, Faculty Member
University of  Notre Dame M.A., B.A.

Billy Schauer, Faculty Member
Loyola University M.Ed., Boston College B.A.

Meredith Schmitt, Faculty Member
Miami University B.A.

ˇBill Schramm, Chief Financial Officer
University of  Notre Dame B.B.A.

Camaryn Self, Faculty Member
Michigan State B.A.

Toya Shaffer, Lower School Aide
Oak Park River Forest High School

Kerry Shanahan, Faculty Member
National Louis University M.A., Illinois State University B.A.

Amber Smith, Social Worker
Dominican University M.S.W., Concordia University B.A.

Carol Steinbrenner, Social Worker
Dominican University M.S.W., Loyola University Chicago B.A.

Kelly Tyson, Head of School
University of  Iowa M.A., Fontbonne University B.S.

ˇJanet Underwood, Academic Consultant
Catholic University of  America M.Th., 

University of  Notre Dame M.S.A., 
Barat College of  the Sacred Heart B.A.

Tom Van Grinsven, Vice President of Operations
Northwestern University M.B.A., College of  the Holy Cross B.A.

Rosalinda Velazquez, Faculty Member
Concordia University M. Ed., 

University of  Illinois Chicago, M.Ed., 
Northeastern Illinois University B.A.

Holly Wallace, Assistant Director of High School Bridge
Columbia University, M.B.A., University of  Virginia B.A.

•Jordan Weber, Assistant Dean of Lower School & Faculty Member
Indiana University B.A.

Susan Weber, Development Assistant
Pennsylvania State University B.S.

ªJulian Wicks, Faculty Member
Knox College B.A.

ªJason Williams, Classroom Aide
Wells Community High School

•Elizabeth Wilson, Director of Learning Support
Benedictine University M.A., Illinois State University B.A.

Jitim Young, Faculty Member
Chicago State University (M.S.W. Candidate), 

Northwestern University B.A.

David Zalesky, Faculty Member
Northwestern University M.Ed., Duke University B.A.

•Denotes faculty members at Chicago Jesuit Academy who have earned Excellent Ignatian Educator (EIE) status 
through outstanding performance in all duties and functions following the successful submission of  an extensive 
portfolio. EIE is not the equivalent to tenure nor does it confer any permanent status upon any faculty member at CJA.

ªDenotes faculty or staff  members who are alumni of  Chicago Jesuit Academy.

ˇDenotes faculty or staff  members who are unpaid volunteers serving in mission-critical roles at CJA.

The faculty and staff  of  CJA serve over 175 students at CJA, 302 alumni and 215 non-
CJA students and alumni from six under-resourced communities throughout Chicago.
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